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left),  and  Kimberly.  (BR  special  photo) 


ALL  SMILES  —  BSU  adult  volunteer  Elizabeth  Hathcock  (center),  the 
Spanish  instructor  at  PRCC,  is  surrounded  by  new' friends  at  the  New 
Jerusalem  Baptist  Church  in  Arequipa,  Peru.  (BR  special  photo) 


What's  in  the 
Record 


Nominations  sought 

SALT  LAKE  CITY  (BP)  —  Nominations  for  the  1999  presen¬ 
tation  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Ministers'  Wives'  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Dawson  Distinguished  Service  Award  are  in  die  process  of 
being  collected  and  evaluated. 

The  award  will  be  presented  June  15, 1999,  when  ministers' 
wives  hold  their  annual  luncheon  in  Atlanta  on  the  first  day  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  annual  meeting. 

Established  in  the  1950s  and  presented  only  nine  previous 
times,  this  award  is  presented  for  "distinct  denominational 
contribution  beyond  the  local  church"  when  die  executive 
committee  of  file  Ministers'  Wives  Conference  feels  it  is  advis¬ 
able,  according  to  the  bylaws  of  the  SBC  Ministers'  Wives 
Conference. 

Award  recipients  are  chosen  by  the  group's  executive  com¬ 
mittee,  composed  of  past  presidents,  current  officers,  nominees 

>,  wife  of  Wendell 
olumbia,  S.C.,  at 


Southern  Baptists  remain  divided  over  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  controversy,  the  convention's  state  newspaper  editors 
agree.  Jerry  Vines'  razor-thin  election  to  the  SBC  presidency  marks  the 
10th  consecutive  presidential  victory  by  conservatives. 


Glorieta 


Through  the  first  nine  months  of  the  1978-79  fiscal  year,  giving  to  the 
SBC  Cooperative  Program  is  running  11.04%  ahead  of  last  year.  CP  giving 
in  June  alone  increased  22.72%,  according  to  the  SBC  Executive 
Committee  in  Nashville. 


BHS  sets  Bra^lon  project 


Nominations 


The  Mississippi  College  enlargement  campaign  is  showing  concrete  results 
as  die  campus  takes  on  a  "new  look."  Most  impressive  is  the  nearly-complet¬ 
ed  administrative  building  just  west  of  the  science  hall.  The  exterior  of  Nelson 
Hall  is  finished,  with  only  the  clock  tower  remaining  to  be  completed. 


istor  of  fire  First 
1000,  Columbia, 


Letters  toflhe  editor 


Seeing  Christ  in  everything  we  do 
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Editor's 

Notebook 


7i  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  was  not  are  hitting  home  / 

appropriate  for  the  church  he  was  form-  runs,  and  some  y 

big.  i7iird,  many  of  his  new  church  people  believe  \ 

members  did  not  wish  to  contribute  we're  striking  out. 

exclusively  to  the  Cooperative  Every  one  is 
Program,  the  denomination's  collective  entitled  to  his/her 
funding  mechanism.  While  such  com-  opinions,  but  one 
ments  seem  appropriate  for  so-called  great  truth 

moderates  in  the  convention's  recent  remains:  If  every 
controversies,  they  were  made  by  none  action  we  take  is 
other  than  the  Reverend  Andy  Stanley,  not  geared  toward 
son  of  Dr.  Charles  Stanley,  pastor  of  bringing  a  lost 
First  Baptist  Church,  Atlanta,  former  world  to  Jesus,  we 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  have  failed  our 
Convention  and  fundamentalist  Lord  and  Savior. 
patriarch.  Put  another 

—  Bill  Leonard  way,  if  any  action  "ifmfn 
"Baptists  in  the  South:  A  New  we  take  is  intend-  "|| 
Connectionalism,"  Review  and  ed  for  anything 
Expositor,  95  (1998)  other  than  tne  glo¬ 
rification  of  Christ, 

Imdamentalist,  conservative,  moder-  we're  in  trouble, 
ate,  liberal,  or  back  bencher  —  put  The  most  influ- 
aside  for  a  moment  the  Southern  ential  denomina- 
Baptist  label  with  which  you  are  most  com-  tions  in  the  world  mean  no 
fortable  and  ask  yourself  some  difficult  those  denominations  lose  si 
questions.  Commission  (Matt.  28:16-21 

Are  we  reaping  the  whirlwind  of  the  last  mic  credentials  and  high  ofl 
20  years?  Is  the  future  of  evangelism  for  much  in  the  end,  if  we  < 
changing  under  our  feet  while  we  concen-  a  brief  time  from  our  origin 
trate  on  tagging  each  other  with  hurtful  The  Fattier  is  not  nearly  as 

words?  What  conclusions  can  an  ever-  voluminous  spreadsheets  an 
skeptical,  unchurched  public  derive  from  erhouses,  as  he  is  with  our 
our  conduct?  everv  unsaved  person  on  eai 
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A  few  years  ago  I  took  a 
group  of  Royal 
Ambassadors  on  a  campout. 
Every  man  in  America  needs 
that  experience' at  least  once  Just 
to  keep  him  humble. 

The  boys  were  so  hyper  I 
considered  taking  a  couple  of 


worthy,  but  because  he  loved 
me,  how  could  I  possibly  boast 
of  my  own  merit/ 

When  I  remember  that  he 
humbled  himself  for  my  sake 
and  submitted  to  death  on  the 
cross,  would  I  dare  desire  any¬ 
one  else  at  the  end  of  the  rope? 

The  Devil  is  a  crafty  adver¬ 
sary.  He  knows  how  to  lure  us 
into  the  trash  heap  of  discour- 
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■  Hope  at  the  end 

of  our  rope 

By  Dean  Register,  president 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
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GLORIETA,  N.M.  (BP)  —  A  that  the  wind  wasn't  blowing  provided  by  Glorieta  does  not 
fire  started  by  a  faulty  electric  was  absolutely  a  miracle."  include  electric  blankets, 

blanket  destroyed  Cedar  Lodge  Haslam  was  in  Birmingham  Haslam  said  Sunday  night 

at  the  Southern  Baptist  on  SaturdaV  night  but  rushed  the  building  is  a  total  loss  with 
Convention  s  Glorieta  (N.M.)  back  to  the  ^conference  center,  only  a  few  walls  left  standing. 
Conference  Center  in  the  early  arriving  Sunday  morning.  The  building  was  cordoned  off 

hours  of  June  21,  but  the  65  Cedar  Lodge  is  located  just  and  security  guards  posted, 
teenage  girls  and  their  sponsors  40  feet  from  a  Centrifuge  boys'  He  said  as  soon  as  insurance 
staying  m  the  building  were  dorm.  Spruce  Lodge,  and  60  investigators  complete  their 
evacuated  to  safety.  feet  from  Chaparral,  a  hotel  work,  a  fence  will  be  construct- 

We're  so  grateful  the  Lord  housing  some  of  the  695  guests  ed  to  secure  the  area, 
gave  safety  to  everyone  attending  a  June  19-22  Sunday  He  commended  Centrifuge 

involved,"  John  Horton,  direc-  school  leadership  conference.  staff  for  their  assistance  to  the 
tor  of  operations  at  Glorieta.  These  and  two  other  buildings  Cedar  Lodge  guests  and  the 

The  guests  staying  in  Cedar  were  evacuated  during  the  fire,  more  than  500  other  youth 
Lodge  were  attending  one  of  10  but  guests  were  able  to  return  to  attending  the  camp, 
weeklong  Centrifuge  youth  their  rooms  Sunday  afternoon.  The  Sunday  schedule  was 

camps  held  each  summer  at  the  By  the  time  fire  trucks  from  reduced  in  light  of  the  fire,  but 
conference  center.  They  are  mem-  seven  communities  were  on  the  a  worship  service  was  held 
bers  of  four  Southern  Baptist  scene,  leaders  had  accounted  Sunday  night  with  other  activi- 
churches:  Eastside  Church,  Fort  for  everyone  in  the  building,  ties  resuming  Monday. 

Smith,  Ark.;  First  Church,  Belen,  Firefighters  complimented  the  He  said  volunteers  on  cam- 
N.M.;  First  Church,  Mineral  evacuation  process.  Knowing  pus  as  well  as  others  from  the 
Wells,  Texas;  and  College  Place  that  no  one  was  in  the  building,  nearby  towns  Glorieta  and 
Church,  Monroe,  La.  they  said  they  were  able  to  con-  Pecos  arrived  to  help.  Some 

Glorieta  is  one  of  two  nation-  centrate  on  tne  fire.  moved  vehicles  to  safety, 

al  conference  centers  owned  Haslam  praised  Glorieta  staff  In  the  Sunday  morning  wor- 

and  operated  by  Life  Way  members  for  following  emer-  ship  service  of  the  Sunday  School 
Christian  Resources  (formerly  gency  plans  the  conference  cen-  leadership  conference,  a  spedal 
Sunday  School  Board)  of  the  ter  had  in  place.  He  attributed  offering  was  taken  to  assist 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  the  speed  of  the  evacuation,  in  guests  m  replacing  belongings. 

Horton  said  a  few  of  the  part,  to  the  presence  of  smoke  Funds  also  were  given  by 
guests  returned  home  after  the  alarms  which  he  said  are  in  volunteers  who  helped  with  the 
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personal  belongings. 

A  smoke  alarm  alerted  the 
youth  and  adult  in  the  room 
where  the  fire  had  broken  out 
at  the  foot  of  the  bed  shortly 


Dobson  has  stroke  shortly  after  SBC  meet 


COLORADO  SPRINGS,  Colo.  (BP)  —  been  used  only  since  19%  and  remains  a 
James  Dobson,  president  and  founder  of  dangerous  medicine  that  can  sometimes 
Focus  on  the  Family,  returned  to  work  June  cause  hemorrhaging  and  even  death. 

23  less  than  a  week  after  suffering  a  stroke  Still,  Dobson  — - — — < - — 

shortly  after  he  returned  from  addressing  was  unable  to 

the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  Safi  speak  for  the  first  C  V ' 


•resi- 

Jews 


VBS  tops 
three  million 


Lake  City.  12  hours  after  the 

In  an  emotional,  stroke, 

unexpected  appearance  "I  couldn't 

before  1,300  staff  mem-  speak.  I  couldn't 

bers  at  the  Colorado  work  my  hand.  1 

Springs,  Colo.,  ministry,  couldn't'  write," 

Dobson  described  his  Dobson  recounted, 

wife,  Shirley,  as  "the^K®f^#M  "I  didn't  under¬ 
heroine  of  this  episode"  stand  a  lot  of  what 

for  her  quick  action  in  was  going  on.  It 

summoning  emergency  was  a  very  scary 

medical  attention  when  Dobson  event." 

his  stroke  symptoms  Dobson's  stroke, 

first  appeared  the  evening  of  June  16  at  the  newsletter  said, 
their  home.  was  caused  by  a 

"I  have  to  say  that  I  just  have  witnessed  tiny  blood  clot  the 
a  miracle,"  Dobson  said  during  the  35-  size  of  a  pinhead 
minute  meeting,  according  to  Focus  on  the  that  had  lodged 
Family's  Pastor's  Weekly  Briefing.  .  itself  in  the  left 
"My  two  physicians  said  they've  never  temple  lobe  of  his 
seen  anyone  recover  from  a  stroke  that  brain,  the  elo- 
quickly/  he  said..  quence  cortex,  the 

Shirley  Dobson  credited  her  husband's  part  of  the  brain 
recovery  to  the  fact  that  "millions  of  people  responsible  for 
around  the  nation  and  the  world  (were)  speech,  writing, 
praying  for  him."  understanding  and 

According  to  the  pastors'  newsletter,  creativity  — 
physicians  assessed  Dobson's  condition  "everything  that  I 
ana  quickly  administered  a  new  medicine,  am,"  Dobson  said. 
TPA  (tissue  plasminogen  activator),  which  The  next  mom- 
must  be  .  done  within  three  hours  after  a  ing,  Dobson's  con- 
stroke.  dition  "improved 

Dobson  told  Focus  employees  TPA  has  literally  by  the 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Almost  3.3  million  people 
enrolled  in  Southern  Baptist 
Vacation  Bible  Schools  in  1997 
and  more  than  53,000  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith  were  reported, 
according  to  statistics  recently 
released  by  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources  (formerly  Sunday 
School  Board)  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

In  other  statistics  from  the 
'97  report,  Martin  said: 

♦  1,758  decisions  for 
church-related  vocations  were 
reported; 

♦  41,731  students  were 
enrolled  in  Sunday  School 
through  the  VBS  transfer  plan; 
and 

♦  58%  of  Bible  schools  were 
held  at  night,  35%  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  2%  in  the  afternoon  and 
5%  at  a  combination  of  times. 


T.  J.  Williams  (left)  and  Linda  Gw 
Antonio,  join  Linda  Tate  of  Brandon 
Christian  Women  Job  Corp  (CWJC)  M 
Hattiesburg.  CWJC  is  holistic  training  j 
The  Hattiesburg  training  session  was  I 
central  Mississippi  training  opportune 
year.  For  more  information  contact  th 
Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  392054)530.  Telet 
free  outside  Jackson  (800)748-1651.  (Ft 


Ala.  executive 
announced 


Family  Festival  '98  sizzles  on  perfect  summer  day 


MONTGOMERY,  Ala. 
(BP) — Alabama  pastor  Rick 
Lance,  47,  was  elected  execu¬ 
tive  secretary-elect  of  the 
Alabama  Baptist  State 
Convention  by  the  conven¬ 
tion's  state  board  of  missions  at 
a  June  16  meeting  in 
Montgomery. 

Lance,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Tuscaloosa,  Ala., 
since  1983,  will  succeed  Troy 
Morrison,  the  convention's 
executive  secretary  since  1 990 
who  has  announced  his  retire¬ 
ment  effective  Jan.  31,  1999. 

Lance  was  the  state  conven¬ 
tion's  1990-92  president, 
1983-85  first  vice  president 
and  a  1979-83  member  of  the 
state  executive  board.  He  will 
begin  working  alongside 
Morrison  July  15  and  assume 
the  executive  secretary's  post 
Feb.  1 . 

Lance  is  a  current  trustee  of 
convention-related  Judson 
College  in  Marion  and  was  a 
trustee  of  Samford  University 
in  Birmingham  from  1988-92. 

In  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  Lance  was  a 
trustee  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  (now  International 
Mission  Board)  from  1985-95. 


People  attending  the  June  27  Family  Festival  '98,  sponsored 
by  the  equipping  team  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  enjoyed  a  perfect  —  if  sizzling  —  summer  day  at  host 
Parkway  Church  in  Clinton.  Jerald  Welch  (top  left),  director  of 
missions  for  Holmes  and  Humphreys  Counties,  prepared 
spaghetti  sauce  for  the  evening  meal  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist 


Disaster  Relief  Unit,  while  Ron  Mumbower  (top  right),  counsel¬ 
ing  and  congregational  care  pastor  at  First  Church,  Jackson,  led 
an  afternoon  seminar.  Participants  also  took  a  shot  at  the  dunk¬ 
ing  booth  (bottom  left)  while  Christian  vocalist  Matt  Blagg  (bot¬ 
tom  right)  of  Norman,  Okla.,  performed  under  the  main  tent. 
(Photos  by  William  H.  Perkins  |r.) 


BHS  to  construct  retirement  community 


growing  senior  population. 

"Were  proud  to  be  able  to 
provide  services  to  the  people 
of  the  Brandon  area.  As  a 
healthcare  provider,  we  are 
adapting  to  meet  the  needs  of 
the  people  we  serve,"  he  said. 

"Seniors  have  come  to  count 
on  Baptist,  and  it's  our  goal  to 
Kurt  Metzner,  BHS  president  make  sure  we're  responsive  to 
and  chief  executive  officer,  noted  their  needs.  Througn  projects 
that  the  projects  reflect  Baptist's  such  as  these,  we're  working 
commitment  to  meeting  the  toward  that  goal,"  Metzner 
healthcare  needs  of  Mississippi's  added. 


isi  ■neaitn  systems  renabuitauon  tacuity,  with  rooms  with  space  for  residents  to  tend, 
las  announced  plans  to  for  exercise,  physical  therapy  The  Crossgates  project  fol- 
ct  a  retirement  commu-  and  hydrotherapy;  offices  ror  lows  Baptistes  announcement 
the  Crossgates  area  of  staff  and  support  service  person-  in  February  of  construction  of 
County.  nel  and  community  rooms.  Trace  Pointe,  a  retirement  corn- 

project,  to  be  located  on  The  indepenaent/assisted  munity  in  Clinton, 
leveloped  6.8-acre  tract  living  facility  will  be  construct-  In  1997,  BHS  opened 
bounded  by  Crossgates  ed  in  Phase  II,  and  will  consist  Ridgeland  Court,  an  assisted 
ard.  Crossgates  Drive  of  apartments  ranging  in  size  "  '  ““  ‘  ‘ 

imham  Road,  will  pro-  from  efficiency  units  to  two- 
senior  center,  as  well  as  bedroom  suites.  Residents  will 
ted  living  units,  50  inde-  be  able  to  choose  among  effi- 
t  living  units  and  an  ciency,  alcove,  studio,  and 
ay  care  center.  one/two  bedroom  layouts, 

itruction  is  set  to  begin  The  unit  will  also  include  a 
all  of  1998.  full  array  of  services  including 


July  11  program  to  honor 
WMU's  retiring  Patterson 


;arden  area  will  be  provided,  A  program  honoring  Marjean  wife  Charlotte 

-  Patterson,  retiring  executive  will  provide 

£•  g  i  •  director  of  Mississippi  Woman's  Eugene  Dobbs, 

0 jfX retirees  Missionary  Union  (WMU),  for  five  assistant;  E< 

41  years  of  service  to  WMU  will  MBCB  executiv 
area  has  joined  hands  with  take  place  at  Camp  Garaywa  in  Indy  Whittei 
the  second  annual  Retired  Clinton  on  July  11  beginning  at  emeritus, 
it  Brookwood  Country  Club  10  a.m.  .  Friends  of  M 

utember  10-11,  according  to  Patterson,  who  has  served  as  are  invited  to 
it.  executive  director  for  27  of  those  book  of  letters  t 

nble  with  a  free  breakfast  for  years,  is  retiring  on  Aug.  28.  pared.  They  a 
inch  for  players  playing  at  1  The  program  will  include  letters  to  the  p 
a  team,  $60  per  person.  The  Bill  Causey,  executive  director  11,  or  mail  them 
I  soft  drinks.  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  of  Letters),  1 

k)lf  Tournament  raised  $5,800  Convention  Board  (MBCB);  his  Jackson,  MS  39a 


The  Jewed  and  Georgia  Kyzar  Scholarship  Fund  for  Ministerial 
Students  will  go  toward  funding  the  education  of  students  enrolled  at 
Mississippi  College  (MQ.  The  recipients)  will  be  recommended  by  the 
Department  of  Christian  Studies  and  Philosophy  in  conjunction  with 
the  Office  of  Financial  Aid.  Georgia  Kyzar,  now  a  resident  of  the 
Plantation  Retirement  Home  near  Meadville,  met  with  Howell  Todd, 
president  of  MC,  to  sign  an  agreement  for  the  creation  of  the  scholar¬ 
ship  fund.  Jewell  Kyzar  died  of  heart  failure  on  Dec.  29, 1990. 


je  (MC)’  held  at  the  new  MC  Tennis 
Education  Center  with  David  Boteler  as  the 
te  tennis  head  instructor.  For  additional 
es  will  be  information  call  (601)  925-3263. 


■  Mississippi  Colli 
Office  of  Continuing 
will  host  .three  sepai 
Sullivan  camps  ireful y.  All  das 
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Nominees 

requested 

The  Committee  on 
Nominations  solicits  your  rec¬ 
ommendations  for  individuals 
to  serve  on  the  boards  and 
commissions  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention. 

According  to  David  Raddin, 
committee  chairman  and  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church,  Yazoo  City, 
a  limited  number  of  vacancies 
will  be  filled  on  the  following 
boards  and  commissions: 
Board  of  Ministerial 
Education 

Christian  Action  Commission 
Education  Commission 
Historical  Commission 
Mississippi  Baptist  Children's 
Village 

Mississippi  Baptist  Health 
Systems  Inc.,  Jackson 
Baptist  Memorial  Health 
Care  Systems  Inc.,  Memphis 
Blue  Mountain  College 
Mississippi  College 
Williams  Carey  College 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB) 
The  Nominating  Committee 
will  work  in  conjunction  with 
the  heads  of  the  institutions 
and  agencies  in  bringing  a  list 
of  nominees  to  be  approved  by 
the  messengers  at  the  October 
27-28,  1998,  annual  meeting 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention. 

Nomination  forms  can  be 
obtained  from  the  MBCB 
Executive  Director's  office, 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  Telephone  (601) 
292-3201  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 


* 


Record 


Homecomings 


Pastoral  Care  Department  of 
the  Baptist  Memorial  Health 
Care  in  Memphis  has  developed 
a  Web  site  at  http://www. 
bmhcc.org.  The  pages  include:  a 
brief  summary  of  what  Pastoral 
Care  is  and  what  they  have  to 
offer;  selections  from  "That 
Special  Kind  of  Caring,"  the 
Pastoral  Care  prayer  book 
offered  to  patients  m  tne  hospital; 
"Finding  Your  Way  After  Loss," 
ministers  to  people  who  have 
sustained  a  significant  loss;  chil¬ 
dren  are  able  to  visit  "Buttons  the 
Bear;"  and  the  last  page  extends 
the  unique  opportunity  to  inter¬ 
act  directly  with  the  ministry 
team  by  e-mailing  comments, 
concerns  or  prayer  requests. 


Baptist  Health  System 

(BHS),  Jackson,  recently 
donated  $105,000  to  help 
construct  the  Clinton 
Community  Nature  Center 
Education  Building.  Located 
on  a  32-acre  tract  off  Dunton 
Road,  the  1,200  square-foot 
building  will  provide  a  place 
for  visitors  to  attend  forums 
and  programs  on  nature  top¬ 
ics.  The  Clinton  Community 
Nature  Center  Association, 
which  manages  the  property, 
recently  dedicated  a  monu¬ 
ment  to  honor  Walter  Edwin 
Price  Sr.  and  Lulie  Baley  Price, 
who  operated  a  dairy  farm  on 
the  site  for  many  years.  The 
tract  is  adjacent  to  Trace 
Pointe,  a  retirement  communi¬ 
ty  being  constructed  by  BHS. 
For  more  information,  call  the 
Baptist  Health  Line  at  1-800- 
948-6262.  Pictured:  Kurt 
Metzner,  president  and  CEO  of 
BHS  (right),  presents  a  check 
to  John  King  of  Clinton, 
founder  and  president  of 
Clinton  Community  Nature 
Center  Association,  Inc. 
Others  (from  left)  are  landown¬ 
ers  Baley  Price  of  Lawrence, 
Kan.,  Cora  Lee  Beers  FYice  and 
Whitfield  Price  of  Clinton. 


Corinth,  Magee:  July  12-16;  Sarepta,  Meadville:  July  19- 

Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  24;  7  p.m.;  James  Messer,  A  i  Wr.  j  \lfl£v  n-iWHUr  W  > 

Mon.-Thurs.,  7  a.m.  and  7:30  Theodore,  Ala.,  evangelist; 

p.m.;  Jiin  Butler,  evangelist;  Chuck  McMinn,  Meadville,  The  children  of  Old  Union  Church,  Shai 

Ronnie  Nottingham,  music;  music;  Webb  Armstrong,  pastor,  ceremonies  on  Palm  Sunday  with  a  march 

Dean  Stewart,  pastor.  -  cial  prayer  for  names  on  "Palm  Flowers" 

~  ,.  \  t  i  ^  1^?(iunkus:  made.  Children  participating  were  B 

Thom  Hill  (Rankin):  July  16;  Sunday,  10:30  a^m.  and  7  p.m^  Waycaster,  Morgan  Taylor,  Christopher  M; 
12-15;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  Mon.-Thure.,  1^15  p.m.  and  7  Spearman,  William  Reid,  Jared  Roberts,  ( 
mm.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  P-m.;  p.m.;  Michael  Duff,  Springfield,  Floyd,  Ruth  Ann  Watson,  Meagan  Rowlanc 

Donnie  and  Cynthia  Stuart,  Tenn.,  evangelist;  Michael  Simmons,  Sadie  Simmons,  and  Summer  Jol 
guest  evangelists;  Wesley  Scott  Brown,  Columbus,  music;  Duff 
Walters,  pastor.  will  lead  a  witness  training  class 

on  July  11,  9-11:30  a.m.  M  tlAl I f 

July 

15;  Sunday,  11  a.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  Moak's  Creek,  Summit:  July  Singleton,  Louisville:  July  19,  ship,  11 
7:30  p.m.;  Harold  Bryson,  12-17;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  covered  11  a.m.;  lunch  following  morning  lowship 
Clinton,  .  evangelist;  Tim  dish  lunch,  and  1:15  p.m.;  Mon.  service;  Charles  Rook,  pastor.  meeting 
Canterbury,  pastor.  -  Fri.,  10:30  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m.  Daryl  i 

v  Luther  Price,  Clarksdale,  evan-  Antioch,  Columbus:  July  26;  Webb  A 

Gatesville,  Crystal  Springs:  gelist;  Randy  Carruth,  McComb,  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  wor- 
July  26-29;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  music;  Billy  J.  Howse,  pastor.  ship,  11  a.m.;  Jerry  Lundy,  Gooc 

p.m.  nightly;  Cliff  Nelson,  Bolton,  Louisville,  guest  speaker;  noon  11  a.m.; 

evangelist;  Roland  Deer,  Singleton,  Louisville:  July  meal  in  fellowship  hall;  ship  hal 
Gatesville  Church,  music;  Millard  19-24;  Sunday,  6:30  p.m.;  Mon.-  Edward  Knox,  pastor.  Associa 

Mackey,  pastor;  July  25,  Sons  of  Fri.,  7:30  p.m.;  Rodger  Griffith,  p.m.;  j( 

Faith  Quartet  in  concert  at  7  p.m.  evangelist;  Patsy  Moore,  music;  Sarepta,  Meadville:  July  26;  guest 

Charles  Rook,  pastor.  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor-  Brumfie 


Growing 


"I'm  Ready  For  My 
Rainbow,  Lord"  (Revel!/ 
Bake 

I'M  >■  >Kil" .  1-  ■ 

the  latest 
collection  <>fB|||f 
p oetr v  h v 

toy  Morgan  Hr'jV  %llllS 


July  23-25 

Growing  Churches 
Through  Bible  Study 

with 

Sam  Cotter 
Director 

Sunday  School  Dept.  BHHBttdH 

i.  ■  ;  H,;y  ■  >:rrnlK<n  I 


July  30  -  Aug.  1 

Growing  Churches 
Through  Discipleship 


I  >a\  IS  was  trO*  f\ 

published 

on  Ma\  1 

Davis,  a 

Mississippi 

College  Davis 

graduate,  is 

tne  daughter  of  the  late  W.  C. 
Morgan,  who  was  for  many 
years  director  of  the  Music 
Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 


Pastor 

First  Baptist  Church 
Pascagoula 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 


Both  Conferences  Include: 


♦TeamKID  Clubs  for  all  children 
♦TeamKID  Clubs  for  Older 


Baptist  Convention  Board. 
"'Rainbow/  described  as  a 
book  of  special  inspiration  for 
those  quiet  times  of  reflection, 
a  true  refreshing  of  the  faith, 
is  available  at  the  Baptist  Book 
Store  and  other  Christian 
book  stores,"  said  Davis. 


*  Cushions  *  Baptistries 
'  'A  *  Steeples  *  Renovation 

■-fvKCb  ★  Prv,s  and  Pulpit 
A  Furniture 

(New  and  Used) 

Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 


The  Baptist  Record 


Preschoolers 

♦Demonstration  Lab  School 
for  Younger  preschoolers 

Tt/’W  .  ffWi  ralt. 

♦Discipline  Bible  Study 
for  Youth 

;our  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Office  of  Communication 


For  All  Church  Leaders 


September  21 

First  Baptist  Church,  Grenada 

September  22 

Park  Place  Baptist  Church,  Brandon 

September  24 

First  Baptist  Church  Lyman,  Gulfport 


1:00  Mississippi’s  Future . 

1:45  Plight  of  the  Prodigal  . 

3:15  Tools... Tools... Tools  . 

4:30  Adjourn 

Evening  Session 

6:15  Pathway  to  Recovery  for  the  Prodigal . 

7:45  Gambling:  Destroyer  of  Our  Faith . 

How  to  Win  Against  Gambling..; . 


. Paul  Jones 

. .John  Eades 

Elizabeth  Holmes 


Sponsored  by:  Mississippi  Baptist  Task  Force  cm  Gambling, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  Action  Commission,  Inc., 

Missions  Extension  and  Associational  Administration  Department 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
FOR  INFORMATION  CALL  1-800-748-1651  or  in  Jackson,  968-3800 


. .John  Eades 

Chuck  Pourciau 
. Larry  Garner 


On  Leadership 


August  11.  1998,  at  Golden  Triangle  Baptist  Association 
Office  Building,  Columbus 

August  13,  1998,  at  Poplar  Springs  Drive  Baptist 
Church,  Meridian 

Time:  6-9  p.m. 


“A  conference  especially  designed  for  Sunday  School  and  Discipleship 
Training  directors.  We  will  focus  on  what  we  can  learn  about  leadership 
by  looking  at  the  life  of  Jesus.” 

'  »|f 

author  of  Jesus  On  Leadership 


\ 


1 998  Growing  Churches  Conferences 

Both  Growing  Churches 
conferences  Include: 

Six  Study  Sessions  Led  by  Specialists 

Three  Dynamic  Worship  Services 

Sam  Cotter  will  be  preaching  during  the  Bible 
Study  emphasis 

•  Rex  Yancey  will  be  preaching  during  the 
Discipleship  emphasis 

•  Gordon  Alford  will  be  the  worship  leader 
musician  during  the  Discipleship  emphasis 

TeamKID  Clubs  for  All  Children 


Growing  Churches 
Through  Bible  Study 
July  23-25 

Seminars  on  total  church  growth 
with  an  emphasis 
on  Sunday  School. 


Guest  Speaker 

Sam  Cotter,  director  of 
Sunday  School  Dept., 
Colorado  Baptist 
Convention 


Growing  Churches 
Through  Discipleship 
July  30- Aug.  1 

Seminars  on  total  church  growth 
with  an  emphasis  on 
Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry. 

For  reservation  information,  contact  Frank  Simmons,  manager,  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly, 
bnciw  100  First  Street,  Pass  Christian,  MS  39571-3299 
t.  v  ;  Telephone:  (228)  452-7261  Fax:  (228)  452-7263 
NOTE:  Mastercard  and  Visa  can  be  used  for  reservations  and  payment  of  bill. 


Guest  Speaker 

Rex  Yancey, 
pastor  of 
FBC,  Pascagoula 


TeamKID  Clubs  for  Older  Preschoolers 


Family  Time  on  Friday  Afternoons 

Demonstration  Lab  School  for  Younger 
Preschoolers 


Discipling  Bible  Study  for  Youth 


(Mississippi  College.  Clinton 


Make  a/Oifference 


Super  Summer 
/  M  i  s  s  i  s  $H  p  p  i 


"The  Aim" 

To  hdfieoders  and  teachers  gain  a  power  surge  of 
enthusiasm  to  become  an  effective  nvnnijnftim  fora 
for  your  church. 


For  more  information,  call  the  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
Department  at  1-800-748-1651. 


Designed  for  music 
leadership  in  smaller 
< ^  membership  churches: 


CHURCH  MUSIC  CONFERENCES  •  keyboard  personnel 


Guest  Clinician  -  Elmo  Mercer 


1996 

Preschool/Chil<tr$fl ’s 
Choir  Leadership  Training 


Tuesday 

0  am -2  pm 
630pm-9pm 


Wednesday 

10  am  -2  pm 
No  Session 


Thursday 

10  am -2  pm 
6:30  pm  -  9  pm 


AUGUST  14-15 


*  At  each  of  these  training  events,  associational  training  and 
materials  will  be  available  for  associational  WMU  leaders 

*  Baptist  Book  Store  display  at  all  training  events 

*  Free  materials  from  State  office  and  WMU/SBC  will  be  available 


July  23-24 
July  24-25 
July  30-31 
July  31 -Aug.  1 
Aug.  6-7 
Aug.  7-8 


Riverside  Baptist  Church,  Clarksdale 
6:30  p.m.,  Thursday-noon,  Friday 
Clear  Creek  Baptist  Church,  Oxford 
6:30  p.m.,  Friday-noon,  Saturday 
Bissell  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo 
6:30  p.m.,  Thursday-noon,  Friday 
Becker  Baptist  Church,  Becker 
6:30  p.m.,  Friday-noon,  Saturday  vsan  ir 
Glendale  Baptist  Church,  Leland 
6:30  p.m.,  Thursday-noon,  Friday 
Enon  Baptist  Church,  Grenada  :  irnOM 
6:30  p.m.,  Friday-noon,  Saturday 


Call  the  Church  Music  Department  for  more  information  or  ceoistration 
.  forms  at  1-800-748-1651  or  in  Jackson  at  968-38Q0: 

or  register  at  the  door  at  6  p.m.  ' 


JULY  27  -  30 

Choose  one  of  seven  opportunities 


r'Uiy  |m.. 


July  10-  July  23, 1 998 


II  Centrifuge  18th-23fd; 

Gulf  shore  Assembly;  sponsored 
by  the  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board.  Bantheung  Amonsin  is 
a  Messenger  of  the  Word  (bi- 
vocational  pastor)  at  first  Lao 
Mission  tilurcrf  \%n  Buren, 
AR.  Pray  t>r  hMbis  family, 
and  the  ctfigr^jjjjpn 


Missionary  Brent  Ray  is  working 
with  Prison  Fellowship  International 
and  Prison  to  Praise  groups  to  pre¬ 
pare  far  a  congress  to  be  held  next 
year  in  the  stale  of  Bahia,  Brazil. 
Praise  God  that  they  Ibw  been 
grren  an  apemi&or  Iwip?  develop¬ 
ment  of  their  prion  explain  intern¬ 
ship  and  (ami(y|nnisjp  program 
throughout  Bahia. 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.  O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1  -800-787-PRAY 


Women’s  Recognition  Sunday 
(Christian  Action  Emphasis). 
Gayle  Leininger,  in 
Lawrenceville,  GA,  is  a  nation¬ 
al  missionary  working  in  litera¬ 
cy  missions.  JrayJgr^palional 
literacy  misslSis  Kadaship 
workshops  co§dudM0rom 
time  to  time.  * 


GA  Summer  Camp  1 3th-1 7th; 
Camp  Garaywa;  sponsored  by 
the  WMU.  Royal  Ambassador/ 
Challenger  Camp  1 3th-1 7th; 
Central  Hills  Retreat;  sponsored 
by  the  Brotherhood. 


herhood  and  resurrection  of  I 

tJt  $**%  that  she  will  ramgrti 

j  "A  work  in  her  Irfelrx^ 


Missionary  Rita  Dean,  in  Japan, 
asks  you  to  pray  for  a  woman 
in  her  Bible  class  whose  eyes 
filled  with  tears  recently  when 
she  learned  about  the  death 
and  resurrection  of  Jesus.  Pray 
that  site  will  naagni^Axid's 
work  in  her  HfeSnd£9ond  to 
Him.  I  lT 


Regional  ACTeam  Training  20th; 
FBC,  Grenada^  BC,  Oxford;  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  SS  Dept  Super 
Summer  20th-24th;  Miss.  College; 
sponsored  by  D&  F  Ministry.  GA 

20th-24th.  ^(S^S^iJans  Camp 
20th-24th;  SNwWjWfTn  College; 
sponsored  by  Church  Music. 


Regional  ACTeam  Training  2 1  st; 
Crossgales  BC,  BrandorV  38th 
Avenue  BC,  Hattiesburg;  sponsored 
by  the  Sunday  School  Department. 


International  Service  Corps 
workers  Ear  and  Shannon 
Midkiff  arrived  in  Khabarovsk, 
Russia,  May  24th  to  work  with 
the  Alaska  /Far  East  Russia 
Partnership.  Piay  for  the 
Midkiffs,  thaUvoufnReir 
work  with  this  KartnMMp, 
many  people  vf  II  Cttrwo  faith 
in  Christ. 


Older  Children's  Retreat  1 6th- 
1 8th;  Gulfshore  Assembly; 
sponsored  by  the  Equipping 
Team.  Pray  for  the  political  sit¬ 
uation  in  Albania  to  remain  sta¬ 
ble  and  to  improve  with  time 
so  that  thaJbspffrhhy  be  freely 
proc  I  a  i  meqJhci^N 


Saddleback  Baptist  Church  in 
Lake  Forest,  California,  had 
over  27,000  to  attend  their  1 8th 
anniversary  service  on  Easter. 
Members  brought  their  unsaved 
friends  in  rey^nybgrs 
Thank  the  LOrdJbffo^r  1,000 
professions  g^4aithjtf€re 
recorded!  mmam 


Tcxvn  and  Country  Music 
Conference  23rd-24th;  Riverside 
BC  Garksdale;  sponsored  by 
Church  Music  I  GROWING 
CHURCHES  THROUGH  BIBLE 

sored  Media 

Services.  ’ 


GIOVAI COOK  -  'More  than  30%  of  the  Worth's  people  li\7e  in  cities.  Intercede  for  the  iO  largest  "tena¬ 
cities  anb  the  Christians  Who  Witness  anb  minister  in  them.  1.  'Tokyo.  26  million :  2.  5ao  'Paulo.  22.6  millions : 
3.  'bomhay.  16.1  million :  4.  5hanphai.  /7.4  million :  5.  'bieW  'York.  City.  16.6  million :  6.  Mexico  City.  16.2  mil¬ 
lion.  7.  'bei/inp.  HA  million:  6.  Capos.  13.5  million.  9.  Jakarta.  13 A  million.  10.  Cos  Axpeles.  13.2  million 

'Ll. 5.  'Prayer  'Track.  May  1996 


Every  young  man  in  Taiwan 
will  spend  two  years  in  com¬ 
pulsory  military  service.  Pray 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  will  open 
up  opportunities  for  a  Christian 
witness  on  military  bases. 

12 


I  Centrifuge  1 1  th-1 6th; 
Gulfshore  Assembly;  sponsored 
by  the  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board.  Mary  Webb  and  her 
husband,  Denny,  are  Mission 
Service  Corps  volunteers  serv¬ 
ing  as  church  planters  in 
YoungstoyjA  NJil  Pray  that 
God  will  prlvidel  permanent 
meeting  pl^|e  forf  heir 
ministry. 


Lad/Dad  Weekend  Camp  1 0th- 
1 1th;  Central  Hills  Retreat; 
sponsored  by  the  Brotherhood. 


CfihltMWlluJto 


Our  conference  leader  will  be  Emmanuel  L. 
McCall,  Sr.,  pastor,  Christian  Fellowship 
,  Baptist  Church  in  College  Park,  Ga.,  which 
he  founded  in  1991.  Prior  to  that  he  served 
for  23  years  on  the  executive  staff  of  the 
Home  Mission  Board,  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 


From  1970  until  1996  McCall  served  as  a 
visiting  faculty  member  at  the  Southern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Louisville, 

Ky.  A  prolific  writer, 
he  has  authored  four 
books,  contributed  to 
the  new  Holman  Bible 
Dictionary,  and  has 
written  for  numerous 
magazines  and  publi¬ 
cations. 

McCall  also  held  the 
position  of  director  of  the  Black  Church 
Extension  Division  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board  from  1988  through  1991. 


A/  GtwuUi 

jjCA  Cmdli 


Pam  Clwta*,  Hln. 

UfMtylM 


The  Biblical  Principles  of  Servant  Leadership 

The  desired  outcome  of  this  conference  is  to  pro¬ 
duce  skilled  leaders  in  our  churches  who  become 
Jesus  models. 


For  more  information,  call  Richard  Brogan  in  the  Missions 
Extension  and  Associational  Administration  Department  at* 
1-800-748-1651  or  968-3800  in  Jackson. 


he  Record 


The  student  choir  of  Petal- 
Harvey  Church,  Petal,  recent¬ 
ly  completed  a  six  day  choir 
tour.  They  sang  in  Honea  Path, 
S.  C.,  Richmond,  Va.,  the 
Rotunda  at  the  Russell  Senate 
Office  Building,  as  well  as 
several  impromptu  concerts  in 
the  Washington  area.  The  43 
students  and  sponsors  traveled 
to  the  nation's  Capitol.  They 
are  pictured  in  front  of  the 
White  House.  Bill  Herman  is 
music  minister.  Gerald 


Mt.  Zion  Church,  Osyka,  be  served  at  11:30  a.m.  in  fel- 
will  celebrate  its  160th  lowship  hall.  Revelations 
anniversary  on  July  26  starting  Quartet  of  Jackson  will  be  in 
at  10:30  a.m.  The  guest  speaker  concert  at  1:30  p.m.  Earl 
will  be  Bum  Page.  Lunch  will  Warten  Jr.  is  pastor. 


GAs  of  First  Church,  Senatobia,  recently  honored  in  a 
Recognition  Service  were  Rebecca  Ozbirn,  Nici  McLarty,  Hailey 
McNulty,  Taylor  Busby,  Ashton  Godbold,  Kayla  Adair,  Lauren  Fore, 
Samantha  Holden,  Mallory  McGehee,  Chelsea  Bailey,  Samantha 


A  "Childhood  Education  Office  of  Continuing  Education, 
Workshop"  will  be  held  at  First  NOBTS,  3939  Gentilly  Blvd., 
Church,  Bossier  City,  La.,  July  31-  New  Orleans,  LA  70126,  or  call 
Aug.  1;  and  at  New  Orleans  (504)  282-4455,  ext  3260;  or  call 
Seminary  (NOBTS),  Aug.  3-4.  For  Carolle  Green,  Louisiana  Baptist 
further  information,  contact  the  Convention,  1-800-622-6549. 


Buckley  is  pastor. 


FAITH  Sunday  School 
Evangelism  Strategy 
1998-99  Training  Clinics 


The  FAITH  Sunday  School  Evanglism  Strategy  is  a 
cooperative  evangelistic  venture  of  the  North  American 
Mission  Board  and  The  Sunday  School  Board. 

For  more  information  on  locations  and  times, 
please  call  the  Church  Progam  Training  Center 
of  The  Sunday  School  Board:  1-800-254-2022 


A  group  from  Dumas  Church,  Dumas,  went  to  Clarksburg,  W. 
Va.,  in  June  to  assist  in  the  renovation  of  Clarksburg  Mission.  The 
women  conducted  Bible  studies  in  the  park  each  day,  resulting  in 
five  professions  of  faith.  The  building  was  almost  completed. 
Marvin  Robbins  is  pastor  of  Dumas  Church.  Participating  on  the 
mission  trip  were:  (first  row)  Paula  Childs,  Johnny  Hill,  Gail  Hill, 
Margaret  Garrison,  Harold  Garrison;  (second  row)  Sammy 
Crawford,  Heath  Pannell,  Yvonne  Jeanes,  Robbins,  Bill  Self,  and 
Lynwood  Shackleford;  (third  row)  Randy  Stewart,  Cole  Childs,  Stan 
Childs,  Tommy  Walter,  Scott  Hudson,  and  Mike  Kent. 


Mississippi 
OCTOBER  12-16, 1998 

Trinity  Baptist  Church 
Southaven,  MS 


South  Carolina 

JANUARY  18-22, 1999 

North  Spartanburg 
First  Baptist  Church 


Georgia 

OCTOBER  12-16, 1998 

Rehoboth  Baptist  Chinch 
Tucker,  GA 


Alabama 

AUG.  24-28  and  NOV.  2-6, 1998 

Vaughn  Forest  Baptist  Church 
Montgomery,  AL 

OCTOBER  5-9, 1998 

Lakeview  Baptist  Church 
Auburn,  AL 


JANUARY  11-15, 1999 

First  Baptist  Church 
Snellvilfe,  GA 


Florida 

SEPTEMBER  14-18, 1998 

Olive  Baptist  Church 


Tennessee 

AUGUST  24-28, 1998 

Central  Baptist  Church 
Hixon,  TN 


SEPTEMBER  14-18, 1998 

First  Baptist  Church 
Merritt  Island,  FL 

SEPTEMBER  28  -  Oct  3, 1998 

Idlewild  Baptist 
Tampa,  FL 

NOVEMBER  2-6, 1998 

First  Baptist  Church 
Daytona  Beach,  FL 


SEPTEMBER  14-18, 1998 

Clearview  Baptist  Church 
Franklin,  TN 


SEPTEMBER  21-25, 1998 

Wallace  Memorial  Baptist  Church 
Knoxville,  TN 


Louisiana 

OCTOBER  5-9, 1998 

Broadmoor  Baptist  Church 
Shreveport,  LA 


Texas 

AUGUST  10-14, 1998 

Calvary  Baptist  Church 
Beaumont,  TX 

AUGUST  24-28, 1998 

Metropolitan  Baptist  Church 
Houston,  TX 


Leesburg  Church,  Morton,  held  its  ground  breaking  ceremony  on  Mother's  Day.  The  church  is  build¬ 
ing  a  new  children's  wing  onto  the  education  building.  The  new  facility  will  increase  by  100  in  poten¬ 
tial  attendance  capacity.  This  is  phase  one  of  a  two  phase  plan.  A  fellowship  hall  or  family  life  center  will 
follow  at  a  later  date.  Committee  members  are  Gary  Thrash,  chairman;  Roger  McKay;  Harris  Havey; 
Ricky  Waltman;  Modean  Cross;  Glenda  Alman;  and  Linda  McKay.  Odus  Jackson  is  pastor. 


JANUARY  18-22, 1999 

New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary 
New  Orleans,  LA 
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Staff  Changes 


Slayden,  Marshall 
Association:  June  1 5- 
1 9;  average  atten¬ 
dance,  149;  $738.63 
contributed  by  the 
children  to  further 
the  work  of  missions; 
Gary  Adams,  pastor; 
Dinah  Kay  Lundine, 
VBS  director. 


Kilmichael,  Montgomery  Association:  the  week's  offering  was 
designated  to  buy  supplies  for  children  in  West  Virginia;  members  of 
Kilmichael  Church  will  be  going  with  others  from  the  Montgomery- 
Carroll  Association  to  West  Virginia  and  this-offering  will  help  buy 
supplies  for  Backyard  Bible  School.  A  . 


Parkway,  Houston:  June  8-  Terry  Road,  Jackson:  June  1- 

12;  enrolled  were  273  with  an  5;  enrollment  of  54;  average 
average  daily  attendance  of  attendance,  36;  high  atten- 
220;  two  professions  of  faith  dance,  41;  four  professions  of 
and  several  rededications;  Greg  faith;  Robert  Perry,  interim 
Thomas,  pastor.  pastor. 


Calvary,  Meridian:  June  8-1 2;  a  "penny  contest"  was  held  between  the 
boys  and  girls;  the  boys  won  by  a  slim  margin;  total  amount  collected  for 
the  Baptist  Children's  Village  was  $502.52;  the  children  (pictured)  are 
standing  by  buckets  overflowing  with  pennies;  O.  Lyn  Nations,  pastor. 


Holly  Church,  Corinth, 
called  B.  Keith  Dowden  as  pas¬ 
tor  effective  in  March  of  1998.  A 
native  of  Louisiana,  Dowden 
received  his  education  at 
Louisiana  College  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  His  previous 
place*  of  service  was  T  ’ 


doctor  of  ministry  degre 
Reformed  Theological  Set 
He  previously  served  as 
at  Paul  Truitt  Memorial  C 
Rankin  Association. 


Dukes  Jr.  as 

pastor  effec¬ 
tive  June  8.  A 
native  of 
Jackson, 
Dukes  is  a 
graduate  of 
Mississippi 
College,  New 
Orleans 
Seminary, 
and  earned  a 


Cason  Church,  Nettleton, 

called  Tony 

Inmnn 

e  r  <)  d  u  t  e  d  ■sH  M 

from  Blue  iH 

M  o  ii  n  t  a  i  n  ^  V 

College.  He*  f'.! 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


U  Strong  Hope  Church, 
Wesson,  has  called  Troy 
Bankston  as  pastor  effective 
June  21.  Bankston  previously 
Dukes  served  as  pastor  for  Eastwood 
Church,  Indianola. 


Ethel 

thurch,  Ethel. 

First  Church,  Crystal 
Springs,  called  Troy  Ellis  (Ted) 


Elans  to  B 

egin  studies^® 
on  a  part  time 
basis  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 

James  Hugh  Powell  has 

been  serving  as  music  director 
of  Evansville  Church, 
Coldwater,  for  a  number  of 
years  and  accepted  the  call  to 
serve  as  youth  minister  as  well 
as  associate  pastor  in  addition 
to  being  music  director  as  of  the 
middle  of  September.  Bemette 
Fielder  is  pastor. 


Inmon 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertising.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads 
ONLY  WRITTEN  ADS  ACCEPTED. 


CHURCH  BUSES!  CHURCH  steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  Repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  (601 )  483-  rate  savings.  3  BR  on  Panama  City 

BUSES!  SUMMER  TIME  CHURCH  ALA.  1-800-830-0583.  7958  or  call  1-800-368-2705.  Beach,  1/2  block  from  Gulf.  For  details 

BUS  SALE!!  (1)  1997  Blue  Bird  EZ  VINEYARD  LABORERS  NEEDED!  CALL  KELLER'S  COUNTRY  DORM  call  First  Baptist  Church  Panama  City 
Loader  31  passenger  coach  WAS  Come  plant  seeds  of  “love,  iov.  RESORT  in  Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas  Beach,  Florida  1-850-234-0488. 
$94,642,  Now  $84,500.  Great  for  peace.,  .and  self-control"  and  watch  for  the  best  ($15.25)  seats  at  THE  LARGE  CHURCH  IN  SOUTHEAST 
weekend  trips.  Can  send  pictures  them  grow  in  children's  lives!  Make  a  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY,  plus  eco-  ARKANSAS  SEEKING  MINISTER  OF 
and  information.  Also  1987  Blue  difference  with  your  life.  Come  join  nomical  group  lodging,  recreation,  EDUCATION,  Send  resumes  to 
Bird  All  American  48  passenger  .  our  caring  professional  team  -  supper  and  breakfast,  all  for  JUST  Minister  of  Education  Search 
$22,500,  1978  MCI  8  47  passen-  Florida  Baptist  Children's  Home.  $34.95  EACH.  (501)253-8418.  Committee,  First  Baptist  Church,  701 

ger  $26,500,  1992  Diamond  35  Tallahassee  needs  a  Christian  couple  ATTENTION:  committed  couples  to  Main  Street,  Crossett,  Arkansas  71635. 
passenger  $26,500,  1994  Blue  without  children.  Excellent  pay  and  work  full-time  with  "at-risk"  children  in  UTILITY  COUPLE  NEEDED  at  Palmer 
Bird  Q  Bus  45  passenger  $94,000,  benefits.  (Base  Salary  for  each  house  residential  setting.  Opportunities  Home  for  Children  in  northeast 
1994  Goshen  28  passenger  parent  is  $14,635)  Call  Doug  throughout  Alabama.  Minumum  HS  Mississippi.  Christian  couple  without 
$36,000,  1995  Goshen  28  pas-  McWhirter  at  (850)  878-1458  for  diploma.  Benefits  include  BC/BS  PMD,  children  living  at  home  needed  to  do  var- 

senger  $37,500.  Call  us  and  check  information  .  Pray  for  us. _ _  TDA,  life  insurance,  sick  leave,  vaca-  ious  duties  on  campus.  Need  to  be  a 

out  pricing  on  all  of  our  new  WANTED:  Used  set  of  Malmark  tion,  living  expenses.  Call  1-800-548-  handyman  type  with  various  mainte- 
equipment.  Call  Harry  Hosey  at  handbells,  3-5  octaves.  Contact  4256  or  write  to  Box  240009  nance  skills.  Occasional  childcare  duties 

Transportation  South,  Inc.  205-  foseph  Robinson  or  Bill  Taylor,  Montgomery,  AL  36124-0009. _  required.  Apartment,  utilities,  paid  vaca- 

663-2287  in  Birmingham,  or  800-  Calvary  Baptist  church,  1121  Paul  ISARAEl-IORDAN  '99:  Dec.  29,  tion,  medical  benefits  and  salary  provid- 

367-9463.  Call  today!  _  Bryant  Drive,  Tuscaloosa,  AL  (205)  1998  -  Jan.  9,  1999.  Twelve  day  cus-  ed.  Call  Jerry  Taylor  at  601-328-5216. 

CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories,  pulpit/  758-0495. _ _ tom  travel  with  small  group.  GATLINBURG  WATERFALL  RETREAT! 

judicial  robes,  paraments.  MURPHY  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  seeks  a  Experience  Spiritual  Renewal,  Thrill  to  sight  and  sounds  of  50'  high 
ROBES/Mac's  Robes,  Charles  Director  of  Preschool  and  Children  Archaeological  Discovery,  Biblical  waterfall  viewed  from  your  private  6 
McGlocklin,  Authorized  Dealer.  Ministries.  Send  resume  to  PO  Box  Understanding.  Contact  Dr.  Roger  BR/7BA  Log  Lodge.  Sleeps  18  plus 

Statewide  1  -800-898-MACS. _  59474,  Birmingham,  Alabama  35259.  Greene,  Mississippi  College  (601)  large  carpeted  play  room  for  sleeping 

PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private  NOTCH  ESTATES-BRANSON,  MO.  925-3291  or  (601)  924-5403. _  bags.  2  fireplaces,  hot  tub,  2  jacuzzis,  6 

and  church  groups.  From  $59.95  per  Condo  near  Silver  Dollar  City.  2BR,  CHURCH  RETREAT  -  open  year  TV's,  2  VCR's,  bumper  pool,  air  hock- 
day/  limited  free  miles/7  to  15-seat.  2 BA,  sleeps  6.  Stay  3  nights,  4th  around.  Panama  City  Beach,  Florida,  ey,  foosball,  Nintendo.  Perfect  for 
Occasionally  for  sale:  quality  used  free;  or  4  nights,  5th  free.  Free  con-  Choice  dates  available  this  summer,  church  groups,  family  retreats,  singles 
vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  tinental  breakfast.  $105  daily.  All  Reasonable  Rates,  modern  dorm  getaways.  Unforgettable!  Heavenly! 
(601)  948-3391.  Since  1965.  visitors  eligible  for  drawing  to  facilities,  300  ft.  from  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Mississippi  owner  1-800-538-6126. 

YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Paintball-  receive  free  4  day  return  trip.  Call  A  ministry  of  First  Baptist  Church  1-  6  GOSPEL  MUSIC  CASSETTES  $24.95 

games!  Other  functions!  Curry  Creek  (601)746-4632.  _ _  850-234-0488  for  details. _ plus  $3.95  S.H.,  PO  Box  1157, 

Outdoors.  (601 )  722-9000.  HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  SUMMER  VACATION  HOUSE  -  Florence,  MS  39073,  1 -888-845-6226, 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries,  Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication,  available  to  Christian  families,  weekly  www.hobrecords.com. 


Our  company  proudly  retains  the 
name  of  our  founder,  L.L.  Sams,  a 
Southern  Baptist  pastor. 


It  has  been  our 
privilege  lo 
serve  Southern 
Baptists  since 
1898. 


•  stained  glass  •  carpet  • 

•  pews  •  pulpit  furniture  • 

•  educational  furniture  • 
painting  •  more  than  290  complete 

CHURCH  RENOVATIONS 


FREE  BROCHURES 

1-800-537-4723 

P.  O.  Box  1430.  Waco,  TX  76703 


The  Baptist  Record 


s 


Lorena  Church  was  hon¬ 
ored  to  have - 

the  only 
youth  Bible 
driller  in 
Smith 
Association. 

Nicky  Hend¬ 
erson  was  a 
state  partic¬ 
ipate  in  the 

1998  Bible  „  , 

jj-jjj  Henderson 


Rosalie  Welford  and  Glova 
McLeod  received  plaques  for  a 
total  of  102  years  or  service 
and  continue  to  serve  in  the 
children's  department  of 
Rocky  Creek  Church, 
Lucedale.  Welford  has  served 
for  50  years  and  McLeod  has 
served  for  52  years.  They  were 
recognized  and  honored  on 
Mother's  Day.  Pictured  with 
Welford  and  McLeod  is  Jerry 
W.  Mixon,  pastor. 


P 


Jl 
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Mixon,  Welford,  McLeod 


Liberty  Church,  Winston  Association,  recently  held  a  deacon 
ordination  and  installation  service  for  Sam  Reed,  J.  W.  McBrayer, 
and  Jim  Gregory.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Billy  Wade  Clark,  chairman 
of  deacons;  McBrayer;  Reed;  and  Danny  Purser,  pastor.  Gregory  is 
not  pictured. 


QUESTION? 


1. 

Is  the  life  of  your  family  important  to  you? 

Yes 

No 

2. 

Are  your  finances  causing  concern  or 
frustration? 

Yes 

No 

3. 

Do  you  find  yourself  borrowing  from  high 

• 

interest  companies  or  using  credit  more 
than  cash? 

Yes 

No 

4. 

Are  you  living  pay  period  to  pay  period, 
working  to  pay  your  way  out  of  debt? 

Yes 

No 

5. 

Are  you  managing  your  finances,  but  feel 

like  you’re  not  accomplishing  anything? 

Yes 

No 

6. 

Want  to  regain  control  and  have  peace  and 
contentment  in  your  home? 

Yes 

No 

7. 

Do  you  believe  with  help  you  could  reach 
your  goals  and  pay  off  debts? 

Yes 

No 

IF  YOU  ANSWERED  “YES”  CALL 

Hamilton,  Ligon 


Leo  Barker, 
former  pastor/ 
DOM,  dies 


Funeral  services  for  Leo 
Barker,  66, 
were  held 
June  23  at 
the  chapel 
of  McClain- 
H  a  y  s 
Funeral 
Home  in 
Philadel¬ 
phia.  Burial 
was  in  the 
E  a  s  1 1  a  w  n  Barker 

cemetery. 

Barker  died  June  21  at  his 
home. 

Barker  was  bom  and  reared 
in  Kemper  County.  During  his 
lifetime  he  served  as  pastor  at 
Bluff  Springs  Church,  Liberty 
Churcn,  and  Vardaman 
Church,  in  Kemper  County; 
Noxapater  Churcn  in  Winston 
County;  Linwood  Church, 
Mount  Nelson  Church,  and 
East  Philadelphia  Church  in 
Neshoba  County;  ana '  First 
Church,  Baldwin,  for  18  years. 
He  served  as  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  for  Neshoba  Association 
for  eight  years. 

Barker  was  a  graduate  of 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 

Survivors  include  nis  wife 
Bonnie  Barker  of  Philadelphia; 
sons,  Jackie  Barker  of 
Philadelphia,  and  Gary  Barker 
of  Ripley;  five  grandchildren; 
one  great  grandchild;  sister, 
Ouida  Ray  Johnson  of  Verona; 
brothers.  Bill  Barker  and 
Kevin  Barker,  both  of  Dekalb. 


John  Bradley  Ligon  was 

licensed  to  the  ministry  on 
April  5  at  First  Church,  Verona. 
He  will  be  attending  Blue 
Mountain  College  this  fall. 
Pictured  with  Ligon  (right)  is 
David  E.  Hamilton,  pastor. 
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PERSONAL  BUSINESS  AND  FINANCIAL  MANAGEMEN1 


FIBERGLASS 
SPECIALTIES 
INCORPORATED 


Ing  In 


RESOLVING  FINANCIAL  FRUSTRATIONS 


Accounting,  Budgeting,  Mortgage  Refinancing,  Debt 
Reduction,  Cash  Accumulation  and  Savings 


582-0707  o<  1 


Member  of  The  Better  Business  Bureai 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 


July  9, 1998 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 

Southeastern  Bus  Co. 
Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


-The  Baptist  Record 


Friendship  East  Church, 
Charleston,  recently  honored 
Zella  Raney  with  a  plaque  for 
her  65  years  of  service  to  the 
church.  Pictured  with  Raney  is 
J.  G.  Thomas,  pastor. 


Are  your  seniors  tired 
of  crawling  over  the 
HUMP?  The  solution 
is  a  15 -passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised 
roof  &  electric  step. 

Call  Tri-Stale  Van  A  Bus  today!  1-0OO-33O-3622 
BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS! 


MORRIS  RESPONDS 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


•Open  to  all  ordained  ministers, 
including  pastors,  church  staff, 
directors  of  missions  and  BSU 
directors. 

•36  holes  of  golf,  prizes  and  fel¬ 
lowship  lunch. 

•Cost  -  $65. 

•Lodging  available  at  local 
motels  at  group  rates. 

•Co-sponsored  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board. 

•Register  by  mail  with  the  form 
below  or  call  601.9250063  for 
more  information. 


August  3-4,  1998 
Live  Oaks  Golf 
Club 

Jackson,  MS 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


•Registration  deadline  is 
0  July  31,1998. 
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Family  Bible  Series 

Rely  on  God 

Proverbs  3:1-8;  11-15 

By  Nancie  E.  Simmons 


Trust  God's  direction  lonely  and  will  fill  any  void.  he  has  planned  for  us. 

(3:5-8).  Sometimes  we  put  Trust  God's  discipline  (3:11-  Trust  God's  wisdom  (3:  13- 

too  much  emphasis  on  12).  I  am  a  sinner  through  and  15),  The  last  few  verses  in  today's 
ourselves  and  not  enough  through,  but  I  have  been  saved  lesson  remind  me  of  another 
on  God.  "Self'  always  by  Jesus'  blood.  I  still  battle  with  favorite  chorus  (sorry,  music  is 
gets  in  the  way  of  our  sin  everyday  even  though  I  am  a  my  profession)  wnich  says 
relationship  witn  him.  In  Christian.  God  expects  us  to  "Lord,  you  are  more  precious 
our  world  we  cue  being  obey  his  commands,  but  he  also  than  silver.  Lord  you  are  more 
bombarded  by  ideas  that  gives  us  the  choice  to  do  that  or  costly  than  gold,  lord  you  are 
tell  us  to  have  "No  Fear"  not.  When  I  am  determined  to  more  beautiful  than  diamonds, 

do  things  my  way  I  waste  God's  and  nothing  I  desire  compares  to 
time  and  miss  his  blessings!  you."  He  will  supply  all  our 
At  school  I  am  faced  some-  needs  and  bring  us  through  any 
times  with  a  child  who  is  deter-  hardship  if  we  will  rely  on  him. 
mined  to  break  the  rules  that  I  Who  else  on  Earth  will  do  this  for 
have  set  as  my  standards.  I  have  us  if  we  just  ask  them? 
to  take  action  to  try  to  get  this  It  is  important  to  believe  in 
child's  attention  before  the  whole  the  Bible  and  in  God  because 
iletely  class  is  disrupted.  Sometimes  they  will  give  us  wisdom  to 
jL  He  this  child  will  have  to  sit  for  a  face  the  sin  around  us.  God 
it  first  short  amount  of  time  while  we  wants  to  be  "number  one"  in 
•help;  continue  with  the  music  lesson  our  lives,  and  if  we  choose  to 
st  We  and  having  a  fun  time.  This  is  the  put  him  in  this  place  we  will 
;  way  same  with  God.  He  sets  the  stan-  always  be  on  the  winning  team! 
s  God  dards  and  when  we  choose  not  Simmons  teaches  music  at 
anov-  to  obey  them  then  he  will  correct  Harper  McCaughan  Elementary 
com-  us.  Unfortunately  we  may  miss  and  is  a  member  of  First  Church, 
ive  us  some  of  the  "fun  activities"  that  Gulfport. 


on  the  water! 
e  other  hand, 
ost  fulfilled 
when  I  am  crafting, 
shopping,  or  cooking 
desserts.  These  activities  fulfill 
us  emotionally,  but  what  or 
who  fulfills  you  spiritually?  I 
with  church?"  To  get  the  class  in  hope  your  answer  is  God. 
the  correct  frame  of  mind  for  the  Last  week  we  learned  that  by 
lesson,  my  preacher  had  us  think  having  a  relationship  with  God 
of  a  school  "fight  song"  or  cheer,  and  stud  ' 

They  usually  end  up  saying  would  fin< 


Simmons  or  to  'Just  Do  It!"  These 
ideas  are  telling  us  it  is 
okay  to  do  exactly  what  we  want 
without  consulting  anyone  else, 
you  spiritually?  I  In  a  culture  that  wants  us  to  be 

—  C_  J.  self-sufficient,  it  is  not  the  norm  to 

we  learned  that  by  put  our  trust  blindly 

ig  his  words  we 
wisdom.  God  wants 
us  to  obey  his  commandments 
because  they  will  show  us  how 
to  live  our  lives.  Obeying  God's 
call  will  make  us  satisfied  and 
fulfilled.  Our  obedience  should 
never  show  fear  or  a  sense  of 
duty,  but  it  should  show  our 
love  and  respect. 


have  affected);  AVOID  if,  Jesus  told  the  disciples  to  be  are  the  root  cause  of  most  con- 
but,  and  maybe  (don't  try  honest  and  real.  He  instructed  flicts.  GodTy  wisdom  will  give 
to  excuse  your  wrongs);  them  to  do  some  self-reflection  us  this  perspective.  Earthly 
ADMIT  specifically  (both  and  to  remove  the  flaws,  errors,  wisdom  produces  conflict; 
attitudes  and  actions);  and  sins  from  their  lives  before  God's  wisaom  produces  peace 
APOLOGIZE  (express  attempting  to  help  others  clean  (James  3:13-18). 
sorrow  for  hurting  some-  up  their  lives.  Before  Christians  Submit  to  God's  Judgment 
one);  ACCEPT  the  conse-  blame  or  criticize  others,  they  (James  4:7-12).  Using  ten 
quences  (such  as  making  are  to  evaluate  themselves  and  imperatives  in  four  verses 
restitution);  ALTER  your  accept  responsibility  for  their  (w.7-10),  James  called  his  reau 
behavior  (change  your  part  in  a  conflict.  ers  to  submission  and  repen- 

attitudes  and  actions);  Recognize  conflict's  source  tance.  He  warned  that 
ASK  for  forgiveness.  (James  4:1-3).  The  main  reason  Christians  who  speak  evil 

;e  Sande,  we  need  to  know  Christians  quarrel,  feud  and  against  others  set  themselves 
the  Bible  says  about  fight  is  sin.  When  there  is  strife  up  as  judges  and  assume  a 
ting  responsibility.  In  this  and  discord  in  the  church,  sin  position  that  belongs  only  to 


Explore  the  Bible 

Talking  about  my  faith 

I  Peter  3:13-22 


I  equipped  against  perse-  Christ's  suffering.  We  need  to  Verses  19-20  represent  some 
cution.  He  commanded  read  Romans  8:28  to  be  encour-  difficult  interpretation.  Peter  stat- 
them  to  "sanctify,"  or  aged  that  God  is  in  control.  ed  that  Jesus  preached  through 
have  a  special  place  in  Explanation  (3:18-22).  With  his  Spirit  to  certain  ernes  who 
their  hearts,  for  the  persecution  so  strong  on  the  were  disobedient  to  God.  Christ 
Lord.  Placing  the  Lord  minds  of  the  readers,  Peter  nat-  proclaimed  judgment  on  the  evil 
first  in  our  hearts  brings  urally  turned  to  write  of  the  spirits,  find  sealed  their  doom 
hope  and  power  among  supreme  example  —  Jesus  and  victoriously  conquered  sin, 
persecution.  Christ.  The  adverb  "once"  in  hell,  and  the  grave,  victory  is 

Every  believer  should  verse  18  actually  means  once  ours  only  because  of  Jesus. 

1  memorize  verse  15.  It  for  all.  The  meaning  is  of  efer-  Our  lesson  concludes  on  a 
reminds  us  of  our  respon-  nal  value,  never  needing  to  be  solid  truth  concerning  the 
sibility  to  witness  for  Jesus.  If  repeated.  The  sacrifice  or  Christ  power  of  Jesus.  Jesus  has  cont¬ 
our  condition  is  blessed  or  on  the  cross  was  sufficient  for  pleted  his  work  of  redemption, 
bleak  we  are  to  be  ready  to  all  the  sins  of  the  people.  and  now  sits  in  power.  Jesus  is 

share.  Daily,  I  am  reminded  of  The  word  "bring"  translates  a  dominant  over  good  and  evil 
the  disciples,  who,  even  though  Greek  word  that  was  used  of  the  because  of  resurrection  power, 
severely  attacked,  preached  royal  attendant  who  cleared  the  This  truth  encouraged  Peter's 
Jesus!  Whatever  we  go  way  and  brought  a  guest  into  readers.  Whatever  we  face, 
through,  troubles  or  trials,  the  presence  of  a  king.  Christ's  Jesus  will  bless  us,  because  we 
Jesus  MUST  be  shared.  vicarious  sacrifice  qualified  him  are  his  to  command. 

This  section  concludes  with  to  bring  sinners  into  the  very  Our  message  is  clear  and  con- 
Peter  exhorting  us  to  rejoice  presence  of  God.  This  verse  victing.  Jesus  is  Lord.  Death, 
when  we  suffer  for  Jesus,  should  be  shouting  ground  for  and  defeat  are  no  threat  to  those 
Though  the  righteous  suffer,  every  believer.  We  are  fully  who  live  for  Christ.  Daily  tell 
the  plan  of  Goa  will  advance,  accepted,  only  because  of  Jesus,  others,  Jesus  saves  and  sustains. 
GocPs  purposes  are  not  lost  His  suffering  Drought  sinners  to  Sims  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
when  Delievers  partake  in  eternal  life  mat  has  no  end.  Pontotoc. 


By  William  H.  Sims,  III 


Analysis:  Christians  can  reverse  hostility 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 

with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

( I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 

children  of  God,  even,  tp,  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1998 


EWHC  PWBGG  EWH 
MSCT  PBI  XCEV  EWHD 
VC  WSP  NSTWE  WBCO, 
LVDH,  IH  FGHPPHO  VR 
Dl  RBEWHN,  SCWHNSE 
EWH  MSCTOVD  ZNHZBN- 
HO  RVN  IVX  RNVD  EWH 
RVXCOBESVC  VR  EWH 
YVNGO. 

DBEEWHY  EYHCEI-RSKH: 

EWSNEI-RVXN 

Clue:  M  =  K 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week 's 
puzzle:  Ezekiel  Twenty  Twenty. 


By  Erich  Bridges 

International  Mission  Board 

ROANOKE,  Va.  (BP)  —  The 
Kurdish  Muslim  family  fled 
northern  Iraq  in  1996,  fearful  of 
Saddam  Hussein's  threat  to  kill 
Kurds  who  helped  the 
American-led  force  based  there. 

They  settled  in  a  working- 
class  neighborhood  in  Roanoke, 
Va.  Ramadan  Abdulrahman 
found  a  job  to  support  his  wife 
and  children.  They  began  to 
adjust  to  life  in  America  —  until 
the  "welcome  wagon"  arrived. 

Laundry  disappeared  from 
their  clothesline.  Bicycles  got 


snatched  from  their  porch.  Eggs 
pelted  their  house  nearly  every 
night;  the  family  finally  quit  wip¬ 
ing  away  the  ugly  yellow  smears. 
Police  said  fire  likely  perpetrators 
are  a  group  of  intolerant  locals. 

Abdulrahman  is  bewildered. 
"In  Iraq,  we  welcome  new 
neighbors  into  our  homes,"  he 
told  a  reporter.  "But  here,  why 
must  people  do  such  things?" 

Good  question.  The  Kurds, 
largely  unreached  by  the 
gospel  and  long  abused  or 
ignored  by  their  Mideast  neigh¬ 
bors,  are  one  of  the  worm's 
largest  people  groups  (up  to  30 
million  strong)  without  a 


NO  WELCOME  WAGON  —  Four-year-old  Imam  Abdulrahman 
and  her  mother  gaze  through  their  storm  door  —  splattered  with  eggs 
thrown  by  hostile  American  neighbors.  "In  Iraq,  we  welcome  new 
neighbors,"  said  Imam's  father.  "But  here,  why  must  people  do  such 
things?"  The  Kurdish  family  fled  for  their  lives  from  Iraq.  God  com¬ 
mands  more  than  40  times  in  Scripture  that  his  people  shelter  and 
defend  needy  strangers.  Hospitality  to  strangers  also  is  a  strategic  way 
to  spread  the  gospel  far  beyond  U.S.  borders  —  even  if  you  never 
cross  them.  (BP  photo  by  Bruce  Ely.  Copyright  1998  Roanoke  Times) 


national  home  to  call  their  own. 

A  newspaper  photo  showed 
Abdulrahman 's  4-year-old 
daughter.  Imam,  peering  from 
behind  the  egg-streaked  glass  of 
their  front  door.  Her  pretty  little 
face  reveals  a  mixture  of  fear, 
sadness,  and  budding  anger. 
What  will  she  tell  her  Kurdish 
relatives  back  in  Iraq  about  the 
welcome  she  received  in 
"Christian"  America? 

God  commands  more  than 
40  times  in  the  Old  Testament 
that  his  people  shelter,  aid,  and 
defend  needy  strangers.  A  typi¬ 
cal  example:  "The  alien  living 
with  you  must  be  treated  as 
one  or  your  native-born.  Love 
him  as  yourself,  for  you  were 
aliens  in  Egypt.  I  am  the  Lord 
your  God'w  (Lev.  19:34,  NIV). 
Jesus  reinforced  that  principle 
in  his  words  and  actions. 

Hospitality  to  strangers  is 
more  than  a  general  biblical 
principle,  however.  It's  a  specif¬ 
ic,  strategic  way  to  spread  file 
gospel  far  beyond  our  borders 
—  even  if  you  never  cross  them. 

The  United  States,  cultural 
crossroads  of  the  world,  attracts 
foreigners  like  a  3.6  million- 
square-mile  magnet.  Foreign- 


bom  residents  here  account  for 
about  one  in  11  people  —  double 
file  percentage  counted  in  1970. 
Even  more  significant  from  a 
mission  strategy  perspective,  20 
million  or  more  internationals 
visit  America  each  year. 

Most  foreign  visitors  are 
tourists  and  ship  or  airline  crew 
members  who  pass  through 
quickly. 

Several  million  —  represent¬ 
ing  more  than  185  countries  — 
take  up  temporary  residence 
while  studying  at  American 
universities,  conducting  busi¬ 
ness  or  representing  their  gov¬ 
ernments. 

One  list  of  current  world  lead¬ 
ers  who  have  attended  U.S. 
schools  includes  11  presidents, 
six  prime  ministers,  and  two 
kings.  Some  future  immigration 
or  economic  official  studying  in 
your  city  right  now  might  one 
day  open  history-changing  doors 
to  the  gospel  in  nis  homeland. 

Do  you  have  the  gift  of  hos¬ 
pitality?  Why  not  add  an 
international  dimension  to  it? 

By  becoming  a  missionary 
"welcomer"  at  home,  you  might 
make  as  big  an  impact  for  me 
kingdom  as  missionary  goers. 


Ron  Mumtxnoer,  Ph.D. 
Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church,  Jackson 


My  adult  child  (early  20s)  is 
in  a  relationship  that  1  can  see  is 
headed  for  tragedy.  How  do  I 
approach  her  about  this? 

Study  the  role  of  the  father 
in  the  parable  of  the  prodigal 
son  (Luke  15:11-31).  The  lov¬ 
ing  father  undoubtedly 
understood  that  his  son  was 
heading  for  disaster  —  and  his 
heart  undoubtedly  broke  over 
his  son's  poor  decisions  —  but 
the  father  allowed  his  son  to 
leave.  My  guess  is  that  by  this 
time,  the  father  had  pleaded, 
lectured,  and  counseled 
against  his  son's  plans  to  no 
avail.  He  let  him  go.  We  know 
that  the  son  in  this  parable  did 
come  to  his  senses  and  return 
to  his  father's  house.  If  your 
daughter  indeed  chooses  to 
travel  the  path  of  the  prodigal 
son,  will  sne  be  able  to  return 
to  you  when  she  comes  to  her 
senses?  She  knows  how  you 
feel  about  this  relationsnip. 
She  knows  how  God  feels 
about  it.  She  has  simply  decid¬ 
ed  to  listen  to  other  voices 
which  are  pulling  her  to  dis¬ 
traction.  If  she  goes  her  own 
way,  pray  for  her  and  stay  in 
touch.  It's  likely  she  will 
return,  and  you  will  be  there 
to  help  her  through  the  hurt 
and  hopefully  guide  her  away 
from  repeating  this  mistake. 


I  just  discovered  my  new 
husband  has  a  conviction  in 
another  state  for  child  molest¬ 
ing.  He  is  working  with  the 
youth  choir  at  our  church; 
should  I  tell  the  pastor? 

Put  yourself  in  the  pastor's 

Ksition.  Of  course  he  should 
ow!  All  of  us  carry  baggage 
through  life,  but  when  it 
comes  to  the  safety  of  children 
there  is  no  reason  to  hold  back 
the  information  you  have 
uncovered.  Talk  with  your 
husband  about  this  matter 
and  insist  that  the  two  of  you 
see  the  pastor.  Allow  the  pas¬ 
tor  to  assist  the  two  of  you  in 
walking  through  this  situa¬ 
tion.  If  your  husband  contin¬ 
ues  to  work  with  the  youth 
choir,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to 
demand  that  another  person 
be  present  whenever  he  is  in 
the  company  of  young  people. 
Because  of  his  past,  he  must 
be  accountable  in  the  present. 
Talk  with  your  pastor  and 
your  husband  about  recruit¬ 
ing  godly  men  to  help  him  in 
this  accountability  process.  A 
successful  outcome  will  be 
based  on  confession,  honesty, 
and  a  period  of  testing 
(accountability).  Pray  that 
God  will  grant  both  of  you 
wisdom  to  see  this  process 
through  to  the  end. 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  UfeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  5 30, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs 


